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The View from Dacia Boulevard, Director's notes
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The Future starts here.

Rob Ford
CEO & Director. 

Happy New Year and a warm welcome back to school, in a cold winter in 
January, to 2025 and the new semester 2. I hope everyone had a good break 
and certainly judging by photos on social media I have seen Heritage children 
enjoying winter wonderlands across Europe, sunny beaches further afield, 
winning downhill slalom races and having gifts under amazingly decorated 
trees in their homes.  We need these precious moments of our lives even more 
so in the 2020s. My dog Dylan, pictured here, also enjoyed the cold snap in the 
UK last week and it has been good for my wellbeing to be able to walk with 
him daily. And get more exercise after the season's lovely consumption of food. 
An annual new year resolution for me. 

The start of 2025 saw Heritage get awarded again the UK's National Online Safety school accreditation. My thanks 
to Mrs. Tatiana Popa and the team involved here. This is a very much an operational semester in terms of exam 
classes working hard to get through their courses and prepare for summer exams.  We are seeing the global 
university offers come through for our Grade 12s and it was good to see Grade 8 and 9 families attend the special 
information sessions about IGCSEs for 2025-6.  Our IGCSE2 will be getting their provisional offers for places and 
A Level courses soon and following the mocks, all students know what they have to do to improve to get where they 
want to go. We need the home-school partnership to continue to get stronger, even with the difficult conversations 
sometimes needed, to support all students fully. 

We celebrated the anniversary of the birth of the brilliant poet, Mihai Eminescu,on the 15th January, with readings 
and events in school. As education continues to be challenged and adapt to changes in this decade, especially from 
the digitalisation of society with game changers like ChatGTP, or learning, it is important we continue to evolve 
here.  We are also involved in two very important educational webinars at the end of January through Heritage 
governor, John Rolfe and the Global School Alliance, where John is the school's manager. We met with our 
colleagues from the Financial Times to plan a very timely and important webinar for schools on media literacy.  
Our staff and students will be leading here, sharing our examples and ideas on this important topic and key skills 
needed in learning in the 2020s.  On the 27th January, we commemorate the 80th anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz for Holocaust Memorial Day in a special GSA webinar, the Kedem Centre in Moldova and the Holocaust 
Education Day trust in the UK.  My thanks to Mrs. Dorina for sharing her father's story as a survivor of the 
Holocaust in Moldova to this global audience. 

It was also a pleasure to welcome again to Heritage again, Mrs. Daniela DiPierro, Charges d'Affaires, at the US 
Embassy in Chisinau, for an inspirational talk in our Founders' Lecture to students here and online in other schools 
in Moldova, about women in diplomacy, as well as having hope for the future. Thank you also to everyone who 
donated to support our dear friends at AREAL/FOMS with the winter food drive to help with the care needed 
towards the dogs and cats they look after so diligently.  It is always appreciated and one of our proudest values and 
most impactful one, is our social responsibility as a community. We know we have a long winter to get through, we 
are all only too aware of the energy crisis affecting the country but as I spotted written on a student's bag this week 
on the gate, we just need courage and hope. Two great words for a new year and the narrative we definitely want 
for 2025.

Thank you to everyone for the kind messages of support and appreciation following 
the announcement this week that I have taken the decision to step down at the end 
of the month, from the position of Director. In my last "View from Dacia Boulevard, 
Director's Notes", on the 31st January, I will write further as I have a lot of people 
to thank, not least the incredible team here and community, as well as 6 incredible 
years to celebrate, contributing and leading a wonderful school community. 
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Heritage in the Wider World

In today’s insightful FL #3 lecture, Daniela Dipierro captivated the audience with a thought-provoking 
exploration of the Founders' vision and the critical role of women in shaping global diplomacy. By drawing 
connections between historical perspectives and contemporary leadership, she illuminated the pivotal 
contributions of women leaders in the diplomatic arena, emphasizing how their influence continues to shape 
international relations today. The lecture offered both a reflective and forward-thinking look at diplomacy, 
highlighting the importance of inclusivity and vision in the global political landscape.

A Vision for Diplomacy: Women Leaders and the Founders' Legacy 
- Highlights from FL #3 Lecture
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Heritage in the Wider World
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Ecaterina Lihina RIP. In memory of our dearest friend and colleague Katia Lihina (Kate), who died on 
Saturday 28th December, 2024. On behalf of the Heritage School Community. Your legacy for us is not 
only in your friendship, love, support and constant commitment but also in the school you helped 
establish from the very beginning. Kate loved and lived life.  Our thoughts and prayers are with Kate's 
husband, daughter and family. You will be sorely missed by all who knew you. Rest In Peace Kate.

In memoriam of a dear friend and colleague



Articles/Stories of Interest:

Why Are We Tormented by 
the Future? | The New Yorker;

link

1
Majority of international 
schools affected by 
conflict | School 
Management Plus;

link

2
 It's scary to plan for the future" – 
understanding the concerns, needs 
and hopes of young people in Ukraine | 
EUROPP;

link

3

The 39 Most Anticipated Books of 
2025;

link

4
- 10 Questions to Ask Yourself at 
the Start of a New Year | TIME;

link

5
Rebuild 100s of Lives and 
Communities in Ukraine by 
ChildAid to Eastern Europe;

link

6

Flavours of Romania. Crisscrossing 
eight historic regions of Romania, 
this docuseries showcases the 
country's culture, cuisine, natural 
beauty – and need for 
preservation;

link

7
12 Tech Predictions For 2025 
That Will Shape Our Future; 

link

8

9

9
TV, Movies, Music and Art to Look 
Forward to in 2025; 

link

https://www.newyorker.com/humor/daily-shouts/ideas-for-how-taylor-swift-can-harness-her-powers-for-good
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/open-questions/why-are-we-tormented-by-the-future
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/open-questions/why-are-we-tormented-by-the-future
https://time.com/6554322/how-to-use-social-media-less/
https://www.schoolmanagementplus.com/international-schools/majority-of-british-international-schools-affected-by-conflict/
https://www.schoolmanagementplus.com/international-schools/majority-of-british-international-schools-affected-by-conflict/
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2024/jan/17/kids-reading-better-paper-vs-screen
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2025/01/06/its-scary-to-plan-for-the-future-understanding-the-concerns-needs-and-hopes-of-young-people-in-ukraine/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2025/01/06/its-scary-to-plan-for-the-future-understanding-the-concerns-needs-and-hopes-of-young-people-in-ukraine/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/dec/25/moldova-christmas-food-mother-recipes-past
https://time.com/7202423/most-anticipated-books-2025/
https://time.com/7202423/most-anticipated-books-2025/
https://variety.com/2023/film/reviews/one-life-review-anthony-hopkins-1235719982/
https://time.com/7199583/questions-to-ask-yourself-new-years-resolutions/
https://time.com/7199583/questions-to-ask-yourself-new-years-resolutions/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/celebrations/article/which-chinese-new-year-animal-are-you-like
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/help-rebuild-ukraine/
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/help-rebuild-ukraine/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/26/movies/the-holdovers-review-alexander-payne.html
https://www.netflix.com/md-en/title/81285938
https://www.netflix.com/md-en/title/81285938
https://www.forbes.com/sites/markminevich/2024/12/29/12-predictions-for-2025-that-will-shape-our-future/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/01/arts/tv-movies-music-picks-2025.html


The Heritage 10 Golden Rules

We want everyone to enjoy Heritage International School and have a successful, 
fulfilling, and rewarding academic year.  To all those joining us for the first time 
and those who come to regular school at Heritage, we are all members of 
Heritage for the time we are here and we all follow the same code of respect to 
ensure everyone is kept safe and we enjoy our school.

1) We listen to & respect those looking after us, and teaching us, and always follow 
their instructions.

2) We respect and look after each other as students of Heritage. We are a caring 
community.

3) If unsure, we ask one of our teachers or support staff.

4) We are always aware of being safe, especially around physical & practical 
activities

5) The way we speak to each other and the words we use are the right ones 

6) If someone is not well or unhappy, we let one of the adults looking after us know

7) We make sure we have the right clothes and equipment for each day.

8) We make sure we are on time and if we are late we make sure people looking after 
us know.

9) We are responsible for our behaviour as a student of Heritage. 

10) We make sure we engage in our learning, grow in our knowledge and 
understanding, achieve our best and potential, be contributing and valued 
members of our community, and get the most out of our school opportunities.
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View all materials at the link:

News from Primary

In today’s engaging activities, the students of class 3A explored the timeless poetry of Mihai 
Eminescu, delving into the themes of nature, love, and national identity that define his work. 
Through creative exercises and discussions, the children not only gained a deeper 
understanding of the poet’s legacy but also developed their appreciation for Romanian 
literature. The activities provided a fun and educational way to connect with the cultural 
heritage of Romania while honoring the enduring influence of Eminescu’s words.

11

Mihai Eminescu Activities: Celebrating the Poet’s Legacy in Class 3A

link

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12UUDIivFAm7IWvEHB3dR_9g-QSfr6STa


News from Primary

January 18 is International Snowman Day. Since there is no snow, the students in grade 2A 
did a STEM activity of melting a snowman. It was an interesting chemical reaction. It wasn't 
difficult because we used baking soda. 

2A- Snow Day
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News from Primary

Activity in 3A: Cold Deserts: Tundra
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View all materials at the link:

News from Primary

In an exciting outdoor adventure, the students of 6E participated in an engaging Ecosystem Scavenger Hunt! 
Armed with observation skills and curiosity, they ventured outside to explore the natural world around them. As 
they walked through the school grounds, they carefully examined the plants, insects, and animals, looking for key 
elements that make up a healthy ecosystem. From spotting different types of trees and flowers to identifying 
various creatures and their habitats, the students learned firsthand about biodiversity and the delicate balance 
of nature. The scavenger hunt not only sharpened their scientific skills but also sparked a deeper appreciation for 
the environment. The day ended with a discussion where students shared their findings and reflected on how 
every piece of nature plays an important role in sustaining life.

Exploring Nature: 6E's Ecosystem Scavenger Hunt
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link

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ILaKH_EIVl7WDyYclJ0rdsB9nyle4JSE?usp=sharing


News from Primary

This week, the enchanted thread guided the children of School Starter into the captivating world of 
fairy tales! They encountered various storybook characters, praising the positive ones and offering 
wise advice to the negative ones. The children got to know different fairy tale authors from around the 
world, learning the valuable life lessons each story imparts. By the end of the week, they had 
transformed into their favorite characters, bringing the magical world of stories to life!

School Starter's Magical Journey into the World of Fairy Tales
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News from Primary

A joy is when you receive congratulations from friends. Students at Colette Cotton's school in the UK 
thought of us for Christmas. May we have only beautiful collaborations in 2025.

Colette Cotton and 2A
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News from Secondary
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This Week Assembly- New Year, New Resolutions



View all materials at the link:

News from Secondary
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The students of class 5A were the stars of a remarkable extracurricular activity, where they 
were supported by their older peers from classes 6A and 8A. Organized and guided by Mrs. 
Ecaterina Borș, a mathematics teacher, the event fostered teamwork, creativity, and a spirit of 
collaboration across different grade levels. The activity not only provided an opportunity for 
the younger students to learn from their more experienced colleagues but also strengthened 
bonds between the classes, making it a memorable and enriching experience for all involved.

Exceptional Extracurricular Activity: A Collaborative Effort 
Between Classes V-A, VI-A, and VIII-A

link

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14h1j5P2tWUCmQnvLde-CS7L0WArwoCHB


News from Secondary
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Cambridge International Qualifications
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Facts and figures About Cambridge International Qualifications:

Here are the the facts why the Cambridge International is famous for 

● Cambridge Assessment International Education is the world’s largest provider of 
international education programmes and qualifications for 5 to 19 year olds.

● Over 10,000 schools in more than 160 countries offer Cambridge programmes and 
qualifications.

● Every year, nearly a million Cambridge learners prepare for their future with an education 
from Cambridge International.

● We are part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a not-for-profit organisation and 
part of the world-renowned University of Cambridge.

● The first Cambridge international exams were taken in Trinidad in 1864 by six candidates.

Programmes and qualifications offer at Cambridge International:

Here are the facts why Heritage International School offers the qualifications of Cambridge Primary, 
Cambridge Secondary Checkpoint, IGCSE and GCE AS and A Level at the campus. 

● Cambridge Primary is taught in more than 2300 schools in over 120 countries. There are 
over 96,000 entries for Cambridge Primary Checkpoint each year.

● Cambridge Lower Secondary is taught in more than 3800 schools in nearly 140 countries. 
Every year we receive over 110,000 entries for Cambridge Lower Secondary Checkpoint, our 
tests for 11 to 14 year olds.

● Cambridge IGCSE is the world’s most popular international qualification for 14 to 16 year 
olds. It is taken in over 150 countries and in more than 5000 schools around the world.

● 2018 marked the 30th anniversary of the first Cambridge IGCSE exam.
● More than 250,000 students worldwide took Cambridge IGCSE and O Level exams in our 

June 2022 series.
● We are the world’s biggest provider of O Level qualifications. Cambridge O Level is taught 

in over 50 countries.
● Cambridge International AS & A Levels are taught in over 130 countries. Over 220,000 

students around the world took Cambridge International AS & A Level exams in our June 
2022 series.

● More than 2200 universities in 90 countries formally recognise Cambridge qualifications, 
including all UK universities and over 850 in the US.

For further information about Cambridge International 
Programmes and Qualifications, please visit the website link

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/about-us/what-we-do/facts-and-figures/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/about-us/what-we-do/facts-and-figures/


Student Leadership
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University Destinations 2024



Global Education
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On January 15th, for Eminescu’s birthday, students in 9E explored the Language and 
Communication topic in Global Perspectives. Each team had to choose a language and do 
research on various aspects of it.

A team chose to celebrate Romanian language to mark Eminescu’s birthday anniversary.
Check the images to discover their findings.



Global Education

23

Our 3rd Founders' Lecture this Wednesday, January 15th welcomed 
a very special speaker - Ms Daniela Di Pierro, Charge d'Affaires at 
the US Embassy in Moldova.
It has been a pleasure to host the event in the Eminescu library on Eminescu's birthday, celebrating 
knowledge, aspirations and culture. Ms DiPierro's speech was on women in diplomacy, but mostly 
about her educational pathway and where her career brought her. From dreaming to become a 
rockstar, this extraordinary woman got into diplomacy at the highest level. All this due to her 
studies.Before Moldova, Daniela served as a diplomat in various countries, such as Afghanistan, 
Canada, Italy, and Bahrain.

Daniela spoke about motivation, and about why it is so important to stay true to yourself, no matter 
what. She emphasised the importance of having hobbies (as they keep us alive) and being an 
interesting person in the room. One curiosity is that she walked during a fashion week (forgot where), 
to support a designer that was inclusive and was creating clothes for people with disabilities as well. 

She spoke about her studies and why curiosity is keeping us young and human, that we feel good while 
we feel we still have to learn. And we always have new things to learn. She was asked about difficult 
decisions she had to make while being a diplomat, and she said she had many, but one that came to 
her mind in that moment was how she had to say a white lie to save a girl and help her go back to US, 
and the girl had problems with documents (expired passport or sth).

Our students asked many questions, she cared to answer them all, to motivate them to be brave and 
to dare to dream big, because "limits are usually only in people's minds". She highlighted the 
importance of learning from your own mistakes, as this is the only way one can grow. She ensured the 
students that the winners in the final instance are those who are resilient and know to change when 
needed.

Daniela  said that not studies make a person a good leader or a good diplomat, but their charisma 
does. She praised our students for being active and getting involved into volunteering schemes, for 
working with america house and other organisations. 

We are looking forward to welcoming Ms DiPierro to Heritage again soon.



Global Education
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The Goals Project 2025 starts in one week, and our Head of Secondary & Deputy Academic Director, 
Tatiana Popa, will be one of the 21 facilitators worldwide to this global project.

The Goals Project by Take Action Global launches this month. The 6-week program brings together 
schools and classrooms from across the world to examine the UN Sustainable Development Goals and 
their ability to take action through shared experience and use of innovative technologies and 
practices. Students will take on one Global Goal and will work with students from other countries as 
they consider both local and global implications. The project is free and open to all PreK-University 
classrooms. To learn more about the Goals Project, visit https://www.goalsproject.org and follow 
@TakeActionEdu and #GoalsProject on social media. 

The Goals Project 2025

https://www.goalsproject.org/
https://twitter.com/TakeActionEdu
https://twitter.com/TakeActionEdu
https://twitter.com/hashtag/GoalsProject?src=hashtag_click&f=live


Student Leadership
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Heritage Globe

Back copies of the International Heritage Herald can be found on our website.

 Link here: https://www.heritage.md/en/school/heritage-herald

https://sites.google.com/heritage.md/heritageglobespringedition
https://www.heritage.md/en/school/heritage-herald


Student Leadership
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Our student Elizabeth Graeme was a guest speaker at America House Chisinau on January 
16, sharing her experience in the world of pageantry and encouraging young people to 
volunteer for different events in order to help make the world a better place.

Well done, Elizabeth! We are very proud of you!



Digital Corner 
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News from Library
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Pastoral Care Corner 
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A Kind Reminder from the Head of Pastoral

Dear Parents,

Please ensure your child adheres to the school uniform 
policy. Here are a few key points to note:

● Visit the school uniform shop to find the correct size 
for your child.

● If suitable sizes are unavailable, students may wear a 
white top and black bottom as an interim measure.

● If your child arrives without the proper uniform, you 
will be contacted to:

○ Bring the correct uniform to school, or
○ Pick up your child to change at home.

● A special request to IGCSE parents with female 
students: skirts should be no shorter than 10 cm 
above the knees.

We appreciate your cooperation in helping us maintain 
high standards.



School Information
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Uniform Reminder
Students are kindly asked to wear the Heritage uniforms, and in case they didn't find sizes for their respective 
colours, to wear white tops and black bottoms, as instructed by our Head of Pastoral at the beginning of the 
year.The school uniforms variations are as follows:

Read more details in the School Uniform Policy

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r_jbSurYszlxX7d9kRrHHrvjH9uBGAWb/edit


School Information
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Uniform Reminder
Students are kindly asked to wear the Heritage uniforms, and in case they didn't find sizes for their respective 
colours, to wear white tops and black bottoms, as instructed by our Head of Pastoral at the beginning of the 
year.The school uniforms variations are as follows:

Read more details in the School Uniform Policy

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r_jbSurYszlxX7d9kRrHHrvjH9uBGAWb/edit


School Information
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Uniform Reminder
Students are kindly asked to wear the Heritage uniforms, and in case they didn't find sizes for their 
respective colours, to wear white tops and black bottoms, as instructed by our Head of Pastoral at 
the beginning of the year.The school uniforms variations are as follows:

Read more details in the School Uniform Policy

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r_jbSurYszlxX7d9kRrHHrvjH9uBGAWb/edit


Pastoral Care Corner 

33



Pastoral Care Corner 
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School Improvement Priorities Headlines 2024-25
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School Improvement Priorities Headlines 2024-25: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NOzY-Vr7U7rrLPeUTzDkPKS6k2AvCMYGbMv7Bn4LfQ4/edit?usp=sharing


School Information

Attendance is not just a procedural requirement; it is a fundamental factor that contributes significantly 
to a student's academic success by facilitating effective learning, collaboration, and overall personal 
development.

Children and young people who regularly attend school have better health outcomes, better employment 
outcomes, and higher incomes across their lives. It is important that children develop habits of regular 
attendance at an early age.

36



School Information

There are many respiratory and gastrointestinal  illnesses that are easily transmitted 
in a school environment. Staying home when sick can significantly reduce outbreaks 
and decrease disruptions to learning that occur when large numbers of students and 
staff at a school become ill. 
Students should STAY home if he or she has a temperature higher than 37 degrees 
or symptoms of illness 
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School Information
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Action for Happiness Calendar 
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20th - 24th January 2025 Arts Week

23rd January 2025 Talent Hunt Primary School

27th January 2025 Holocaust Remembrance Day

30th January - 2nd February COBIS MUN

 7th February 2025 World Read Aloud Day

7-9 February 2025 COBIS Music Festival

Key Dates

See the Academic Calendar here

https://www.heritage.md/en/learning/academic-calendar


MAIN 
CONTACTS

Social Media:
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facebook

instagram

twitter

linkedIn

Contact us: 

+373 620 222 10

Back copies of the 
International Heritage Herald 
can be found on our website: 
https://www.heritage.md/en/sc
hool/heritage-herald

CEO & Director:
director@heritage.md

Deputy & Academic Director
inga.chiosa@heritage.md

Head of Primary School:
bujag.adriana@heritage.md

Head of Secondary
tatiana.popa@heritage.md

National Secondary Coordinator:
livia.state@heritage.md

Head of Lyceum:
dorina.calinovscaia@heritage.md

Transportation service:
transport@heritage.md

Catering services:
meals@hertage.md

Admission:
admission@heritage.md

Exam officer:
cambridge.exams@heritage.md

Pastoral Care:
larisa.mirza@heritage.md

Absences:
                                   attendance@heritage.md

Governors:
governorsclerk@heritage.md

English language courses for children and adults: 
language.academy@heritage.md

Admin Kinderpedia:
admin.kinderpedia@heritage.md 

Uniform:
 uniform@heritage.md 

https://www.facebook.com/heritage.moldova/
https://www.instagram.com/heritagemoldova/
https://twitter.com/his_moldova
https://md.linkedin.com/company/heritage-international-school-of-chisinau
mailto:director@heritage.md
mailto:inga.chiosa@heritage.md
mailto:bujag.adriana@heritage.md
mailto:tatiana.popa@heritage.md
mailto:livia.state@heritage.md
mailto:dorina.calinovscaia@heritage.md
mailto:transport@heritage.md
mailto:meals@hertage.md
mailto:admission@heritage.md
mailto:cambridge.exams@heritage.md
mailto:larisa.mirza@heritage.md
mailto:attendance@heritage.md
mailto:governorsclerk@heritage.md
mailto:language.academy@heritage.md

